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19 members from the Great Lakes call for systemic review of all BP pollution permits following Clean Air Act violations

Kirk: “BP cannot be trusted to meet federal clean air and water requirements”

    
              

WASHINGTON – Following revelations that British Petroleum’s (BP) oil refining facility in Whiting, Ind., has violated clean air standards for nearly six years, U.S. Representatives Mark Kirk (R-Ill.) and Mike Quigley (D-Ill.) sent a letter to the U.S. EPA administrator requesting a comprehensive review of all BP pollution discharges in the Great Lakes basin.  BP confirmed on Tuesday it exceeded Clean Air Act limits on the release of benzene, a dangerous toxin linked to leukemia and other serious medical conditions.  Joining Congressmen Kirk and Quigley were 17 members representing communities throughout the Great Lakes region.

“Two years ago, we scored a major victory after BP agreed to back down from its plan to dump more ammonia and industrial sludge into Lake Michigan,” Congressman Mark Kirk said.  “This latest development further underscores the fact that BP cannot be trusted to meet federal clean air and water requirements.  It is my hope that the EPA takes swift action to review all of BP’s pollution permits to ensure there are no other violations that have gone unnoticed.  No one argues against the need to expand production capability at the Whiting facility, but there should be zero tolerance for releasing deadly poisons into our air and water.”

“It’s easy to take for granted the air we breathe and the water we drink, but as we all know, these lifelines can become contaminated without careful oversight and dogged enforcement,” said Congressman Mike Quigley. “Residents who live near our Great Lakes don’t deserve to be subjected to environmental injustice, and I commend Administrator Jackson, the EPA, and the Obama administration for making this important issue a priority.”

Tp view the letter and complete cosigner list click here.
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